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Introduction to AtlasGDS
GIS software run from a Flash Drive

www.gis4schools.org
Timber line Study Area will appear

Removable (E):\AtlasGDS

Removable (E):\AtlasGDS

How to Star t AtlasGDS from Flash Dr ive

Class (1 – 4) Air  Photo

Part 1: Basic Menus and Tools

Timber line Study Area

Start AtlasGDS from the flash dr ive

1. How to Star t AtlasGDS from a Flash Dr ive

1. Use Windows 
Explorer  to open My 
Computer.  This will 
identify all Dr ives.  Click 
on Removable Disk (E)   

2. Click on the AtlasGDS Folder.  I t 
will open all files in the folder. 

3. Click on the AtlasGDS  
icon.  This is an Exe file that 
will star t AtlasGDS 

2. How to Open a Study Area and See Maps

1. Click on File in the 
top row of Menu items

2. A list of options appears.  Click 
on Open Area/Layer

3. How to Select The Study Area and a Layer

1. Select the dr ive letter  that the 
computer  assigned to flash dr ive.

3. Timber line Study Area 
will appear  &  a list of 
Layers appears on the left

2. Move down the list of 
folders on flash dr ive and 
click on AtlasGDS 

4. Click the + in front of WMS and 
then click on Class (1-4) Air  Photo. 

5. Click OK and AtlasGDS will 
open the air  photo layer
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4. How to Open Air  Photos

1. Click on WMS 
+ &  Double click 
on Class (1-4) Air  
Photos  

2. Air  photos are accessed 
from WV map server . This 
link will open a parcel map 
of Timber line area

3. Select       (Zoom in) &  click 
on the neighborhoods of 
Timber line

5. Zoom in on Your  Assigned Neighborhood 

1. Each team is assigned a neighborhood - Zoom in on your area 
and compare what you see with your  Timber line map.   

2. Select        (Zoom in) &  click 
on your assigned neighborhood
(This is the same map you have)

6. Deer  Ridge Neighborhood of Timber line - Sample Area

Layer  name

UTM and 
Latitude 

Longitude Scale 

Scale Bar

As the mouse moves across 
the map the exact UTM 

coordinates are displayed on 
the bottom of the map

Vegetation:  
hardwoods

Vegetation: pines 
are darker

House

7. Explore the air  photo using Zoom in, Zoom out

8. How to Add a Scale Bar  - Right Click on the Mouse 9. Helpful Tips on Viewing Homes 

2. Scale of 1200 
is a good scale 

to view a home.

1. Click on 
Move/pan 

button to stop 
zoom in process
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10. How to view DBF Label on Home –
Sample of the Data you will Add

2. Click on the 
Red Label – the 
Label on the left 

opens

1.  Right click 
on the Mouse 

and select: DBF 
Label, Query 
DBF Label

3. You will be adding 
additional information: 

Rating, Parcel #, 
Street Name, Neighborhood 

and Community Name

Rating

Street

Parcel #

Neighborhood

Community

13
Wildwood Way

Spruce Glades

5

Link

4.  Click the Close button to close 
the DBF Label file

11. Open the Link: This opens the Timber line 
Association Map 

3.  Click the Close button to close the DBF Label file

1.  Click the L ink: 
This will connect 

you to the Internet 
and open the 
Timber line 

Map 

2.  Scroll around the map to become familiar  
with the neighborhoods.  This is the same map 

that you were given with your  team 
assignmentClick the Close button to close the 

DBF Label file

12. How to Open Data Maps
1. Click on  + in front of 
DATA 

3. Map Elements:  
Legend, Source &  
UTM Coordinates 

2. Double 
click on 
Land Cover 
GAP

13. How Remove Flash Dr ive Safely

Project Area

Deer  
Ridge

Sand 
Spr ing

Ridge 
Road

M
ou

nt
ai

ns
id

e

C
ab

in
 M

ou
nt

ai
n

Sand Run 
Lake Spruce 

GladesB
lackw

ater

A
lcove

B
lackw

ater

Timberwood

Team 1 - Ridge Road

Team 2 - Mountainside

Team 3 - Spruce Glades

Team 4 - Cabin Mountain

Team 5 - Deer Ridge

Team 6 - Sand Spring

Team 7 - Blackwater &  
Sand Run Lake

Team 8 – Blackwater Alcove
&  Timberwood

Sample Neighborhood Assignments
Final maps will be handed out

Timber line Association Go to Your Student Lesson book 
and follow the directions


